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The goals of the peer review are to critically evaluate the quality of a given manuscript, highlight its
strengths and weaknesses, indicate how it could be improved and help the Editorial Team of CEJISS make
decision.

Hence, a good review should:

be critical and to the point;

be constructive and encouraging;

be adequately detailed;

provide clear suggestions;

follow the perspective deployed by the Author(s). Please try to minimise this type of thinking: “If |
wrote the paper, | would employ a different perspective.”

Basic requirements of CEJISS on manuscripts

Research goal explicitly defined

Relationship vis-a-vis the existing literature on a given topic clearly articulated (a separate literature
review section is not necessary, but it should be clear how the paper builds on the existing
literature)

Theoretical, conceptual, or methodological framework/approach explained

The main argument and/or key conclusions explicitly stated

CEJISS accepts a wide range of contributions without favouring any particular theoretical or
methodological tradition. It welcomes the following types of manuscripts:

Analytical papers guided by a theoretical and/or methodological framework;

Purely theoretical articles that aspire to create or rethink theories and concepts (even if they do not
engage in extensive empirical analysis)

Papers aspiring to make policy contribution (However, they need to satisfy academic criteria. In
other words, they need to be academic/research articles in the first place.);

Explorative papers if it is evident in which way they are innovative;

Sophisticated synthetic and overview papers with added value and a recognisable degree of
novelty.
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1 For example, journals published by International Studies Association: International Studies Review, International
Studies Perspectives, Journal of Global Security Studies.
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